
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Gillibrand, we use the ‘concrete, pictorial, abstract’ approach to ensure all pupils develop 

a deep understanding of maths that is essential for developing mastery in mathematics.  As 

such, our calculation policy is based on this approach whilst ensuring progression and 

continuity in mathematical calculation across school. 
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Gillibrand Primary School 
 

Maths Calculation Policy - 

Multiplication 



Calculation Policy: Multiplication 

Key Vocabulary: multiply, multiple, groups of, times, lots of, repeated 

addition, product 

EYFS 

Children will experience equal groups of objects and will count in 2s and 10s and begin to 
count in 5s. They will work on practical problem solving activities involving equal sets or 
groups. 

Year 1 – Count in multiples of 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Year 2-   
Show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order.( commutative) 
Calculate and write multiplication statements for x2, x5, and x10 using the multiplication and equals signs. 
 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

Children will develop their understanding of 
multiplication and use jottings to support 
calculation: 
_ Repeated addition 

3 times 5 is 5 + 5 + 5 = 15 or 3 lots of 5 or 5 
x 3 
Repeated addition can be shown easily on a 

bead string. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 - Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using known 

multiplication facts, including 2 digit numbers times 1 digit. 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 - Multiply 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using formal written method. 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 

 

4 x 126 = 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 -  Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a 1 digit and 2 digit number using an efficient written method 

(including long x) 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

Once the children are confident at multiplying a 2-digit 

and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number and have been 

given the precious concrete and pictorial experiences 

most children will not need the concrete and pictorial 

approach.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 6 - Use written multiplication methods in cases where the answer has up to 2 decimal places. 

Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 

Once the children are confident at multiplying a 2-digit and 3-
digit numbers by a 1-digit number and have been given the 
precious concrete and pictorial experiences most children will 
not need the concrete and pictorial approach.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


